e | NlEWSlETtET

Of the Servant WICHITA, KANSAS A HBEMBER2 01 1 ocfuma/3 5  AmBER 12

N N

In this issue Enter by the Narrow Gate

By Past T
Enter by the Narrow Gate .. 1 y Pastor Jerry Truex

At the end of the Sermon on the Mount (SOM), Jesus
i taught that the way to life is through the Narrow Gate.

Presentation b2y

Vigil at SOA é2¢é.
Matt. 7:13 - 14. '3 "Enter through the narrow gate; for

the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads to de-
struction, and there are many who take it.  ** For the gate
is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and
there are few who find it. (NRSV)

Spirit Life 6 626 6 .

Prayer Request2s

D

December Worsh3 p ZEEE " This saying serves as a warning. At the end of SOM, it

warns woulde d|SC|pIes that following Jesus and keeping his teaching in SOM will be
d|ff|cult but rewarding. It also warns that most people will not live by SOM, but take
the easy way, which leads todsstruction.

December Chil d3car

ab

December Mission Focus .... 3

Christmas Eve 3Ser Irhewayand thegatare two different metaphors that talk about the same thing: the
freedom we have to choose good or evil, right or wrong, to live by SOM or not.
Advent Wor shi p3 ThWhichevergate we go through and whichever corresponding path it directs us involves
a momenby-moment succession of choices for or against Jesus and his teaching.
The Art of Pralyer

The Two Ways tradition goes back to Moses. After Moses gave the Law, he told the
November At t en3danisraelites that if they kept the Law they would be blessed; if not, they would be cursec
. (Deut. 11:22 7 ) . He sai d: ol have set before
Choose |Iife so that you and your descen
Mot hers 4 Mot hder sthesame.KeepwhatJesus taughtin SOM and live.

Servant Groups4 éé

Our New AgreementbDo not misunderstand. The teaching of J
wi || have an easy, enjoyabl e, prosper o
Cal endar ¢é¢ééé.5 . écient motivational speaker selling health and wealth to people feeding their egos ant
building an empire of shallow smiles. That is the easy way.

The 0easy uwadh)béfedko a hroad or spacious road. It suggests little
or no effort is required. It is the comfortable, gentle, leisurely, and promiscuous way.

{ L‘JA m—_l_- people like electrons, take the path of least resistance.

hen we consider SOM as a whole (Mafi. 5:3 2 8 ) , the Oeasy wa
e2dz tA1S G2 arfganahd pdwer tripsover otiePs (3B not keeping proper sexual boundaries (5:27

02EK ¢ KSys: GKAa YI & -30)5 faifng Nd kéépdrdlationaldzomniNeents @3 1lying and deceiving (5333,

AyoAGaSR G2 LI ND QINBORSBtENgEVEN with people (548, hating people (5:43), trying to impress other peo-

ALIANRGdzE £ F2NXYF o2y apke sathérNEaR GOk (617)S hatdristing R5od (6:B3), condemning others (B)l

/' SYGSNI F2NJ { LIANR G dzt fand eanipylating p&dplé for. selifishsends (74.2). Ouch! That hurts! Who of us has not

Itraasa +NB KStR 2y Svalkedihizeasy pathlabtiides?2 vy ( K T

iKS ySEG 2yS A& 580 no ! sARS NIy3IS 2F O2dNAT

Sa FINB 20SNBR I yR Ol Jesus &ellsius thatytheredsy path [Rads totdestructianp(@kllt és ia germ associated

2NJ Fa LI-eNND L3NER NG Sy aw  {v@th thedfima$ judgmart, Naut it can also refer to the present experience of ruin, decay,

'y dzLRF GSo destruction, and breakdown. The easy path leads to a breakdown and ruination. That i

no surprise to anyone over the age of t
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(Continued from page 1) of one of the deceased, makimgeaorial collage for the dead.
The School of the Americas is not the only, but the most notori-

In contrast, Jesus teaches that life is gained by entering the ngjiigWraining school for foreign military leaders, grimarily from
gate and wal king the htahlrldi brbq_ﬂi\qlq\ﬁé}%&e ohar roado ( Gk.

refers to a path of affliction, difficulty, and suffering. It recalls Je-

sus earlier statement in SOM where he said righteous people.wil . i
suffer at the hands of worldly people (Matt-52)0 PSS’vJeraI years agoteaching manual omethods of torture, as

sassination, and "disappearing" was revealed as part of the

More specifically, when we G&UWSFUHENMSOM as a whole, the

wayo refers to: being poor IST%g vs|gﬁi|s a{céort'n[janie% Byrle%isla{ticpn inpro%lu"%:e[dtln’Con%rgscsj toF
close the SOA. But the larger purpose is to draw attention to our

government's policies toward Latin America, and toward Latin

Americans in the U-8Smmigration was a major focus of this

year's vigil.

(5:312), being a light in a dark world (5:16), keeping the law (
20), making peace (524), honoring boundaries (530), keep-
ing commitments (5:32), speaking the truth in love (8333
enduring evil (5:38), loving all (5:48), giving, praying, fasting,
and forgiving (6:17), living simply and trusting God (6348
dealing with your own problems before trying to fix other§)7:1
seeking God (7-I1), and keeping the Golden Rule (7:12).

{LANRG [ AT
Pyevélr]gig-{—”fe)ﬁ g evil, exer

Dec 3, Sally, Jerry, and | returned to
Great Bend for another weekend of

Why does this way of life involve suffering? To take the path of&
Il ife means resisting the 06ceagy
control, and persevering. It also means resisting those who @

structureB like our immigration systénwould be to take the Spirit Life. As always, we began with a
path of affliction and suffering. In trying to change the system, you short worship service, focusing on
will encounter people who are invested in the system; theyAVE'ji\l/lent as a season of waitin '
resist, denigrate, slander and perhaps physically abuse you. 9-

_ _ . During the sessions, we learned about St Dominic and St Fran-
Taking the way of SOMthe way of righteousnésis not easy. cjs hoth ministering in the early 13th C. It was interesting to

Je_sus_c”; saying about two gategARd bWt Pathis rsquiquerq%ga 6
He is nodding to us. Brace yourself. Prepare. Put your shouldg U

< ~and preaching, while St Francis focused .on preaghing

the wheel, donot look back. througohsthe gp?rii. Both valuéd sim%?iléit{y and povertys, St oﬁm|e- v

~ < = P nic for the sake of the abilit

t NBas y Ul a2 cy/ﬁsake. Here are a few quotes | jotted down:

Lois B " d N ber 19 at denmi f'ﬂ ol t is not the nature of the
ois Barrett read a paper November 19 at an academic conferenGé , s k t hat 6s i mportant . 6
in San Franciscd he paper, titled, "Reading Matthew 13 Mission- I P
ally,” was based on the missional Bible study method that wethawd We ar e called to give to ot
been using at Mennonite Church of the Servant for a number oft i o ns . 6

years. o )
T OWe need to be idmnkiehes e@od melt.

The paper was presented at the Gospel and Our Culture Network
t N} e SNJ wSlijd

Forum on Missional Hermeneutics, where two other papers'
also read on a missional interpretation of Jesus' pafdines 50

1. Please pray for our church as we discern
our future.

people attended this sessidihis is a subsection of the Society
Biblical Literature and the American Academy of Religion, w
meet every year and attract about 10,000 professors of re
from all over the world.

2. Please continue to pray for Jerry and
Lori Acosta and their family.. May their_

FAAAE PG GKS { OK2idist R TFoelrRS t1luniSNRO ol

3. Please pray for Ronda Suderman King and her family as they
grieve the loss of her father, Paul Suderman.

Presenete! (He/sh& present with us!) This was the unison chorus ) . :
of the crowd gathered outside the gates of Ft. Benning eaah ti _glease pray for FTma and _Rus_se_ll, for their health and their
namewas read of someone who had been killed by a gradua@éigptment to Gracious Senior Living.

the U.S. Army School of the Americas, houstith this military 5 pray for spiritual healing of the neighborhood of the church.
base.In a solemn funeral processione by one wprocessed to

the fencesurrounding Fort Benning to place a cross with the nafadPray for the students in our congregation and their friends.

By Pat Cameron
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Worship in December

we would not think to look.

Mission Focus

0There come ti mes DecheGPT by Cdr@dRose n ot hi

more to tell God. If | were to continue to

pray in words, | would have to repedec 15 The Back Pack Program of
what | have already said. At such timedhg Kansas Food Bank

is wonder ful to s God, 0 May |
Thy presence, Lord? | have nothing mol’i‘lr)egC 1&] gharlng qund Report

to say to Thee, but | do love to be in Thy

presence. 0 Christmas Eve
- Ole Kristian O. Hallesby

This Christmas, we will have an evening
service beginning at 7 pm. This service

Worship Leaders & Teachers vice, with children welcome! Snacks

Like Isaiah, we too are filled with longing;
we too hunger for the transforming pres- Nov 13 23
ence of God Duing ¢his r mi dst é.
Advent season, we invite you to meditate
on Godds fshutroften in planésn g

Nov 20 20

Nov 28 22

will be suitable for all ages; a family ser-

will
~ . ) . follow. Please join us in celebrating the
Dec 4 Worsh|.p leader, l_)ou_g, teachindyin of our Lord Jesus with Scripture,
by Carol Rose; Communion; potluck songs, and a brief teaching. Snacks|will
Dec 11 Worship leader, Doreene; follow.
teaching by Pat
Advent WorShlp Theme Dec 18 Worship leader, Doug; teaching Isalah 643‘4
November 26 is the beginning of Advenpy Jerry T )
The theme for this years Advent is $When you did awesome deeds that we
OAwesome deeds we dec24 G:00 pé Xvprehip teddér, did not expect, _
Advent 2011 bursts upon us with the im= yo:u(;izg :to%rzj,rtg:aeg;%ir:ams
passioned c¢cry of the prophet: 00 that4F&{nou h h q
would tear open the heavens and come rom ages past no one has heard,
down, so that the mountains would quakeec 41 Kiera/Sally no ear has perceived,
at your presenced(lsakah 84:1). no eye has seen any God besides you,
Isaiah gives voice to a sdakp longing for oee xSl who works for those who wait
God to show up in our midst as in the padp€¢ 181 Jenny/Geneva for him.
OWhen you did awesome deeds that we did
not expect, you came down, the mountains
quaked at your presence. From ages past no
one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye
has seen any God besides you, who works
for those whod4waitoé (1l saiah 64: 3
Nov 6 38




