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A. Introduction

In verse 13, Peter and John are identified by the Teaytlerities as “companions of
Jesus” (NRSV); they are recognized as people who hadwidedesusdzt obv t¢ 'Inood
noav). That should be a goal for us: To be recognized asmpanion of Jesus!

The passage we read this morning tells us how to be recd@szsompanions of Jesus.

But first, let’s step back a moment. In the previous arafteter and John healed a lame
beggar at the Temple gates, and Peter addresses thearosvdgain with a call for
conversion. And now, we turn to chapter 4.

B. Jesus’ Companions Arrested (1-4)

Acts 4:1-4 While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, the
captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came to them, “much annoyed
because they were teaching the people and proclaiming that in Jesus there is the
resurrection of the dead. * So they arrested them and put them in custody until the
next day, for it was already evening. * But many of those who heard the word
believed; and they numbered about five thousand.

1. Two reactions

There are two reactions to the healing of the lame mdn@Peter’'s preaching.

- On the one hand, five thousand more people believe thd ama become
followers of Jesus.
On the other, the Temple authorities are greatly distiand they arrest Peter
and John. The Temple authorities include (a) the priests offered the
Temple sacrifices and were religious teachers h@xaptain of the Temple,
who lead the Temple security force, and (c) the Sadduakeswere wealthy,
aristocratic priests, who did not believe in the resiioa’

The tension concerns who has legitimate authorigpeak for God: The Temple
authorities? Or the Apostles of Jesus? Luke makesait thlat the common people
have made their decision—they join the Jesus movement.

The Temple authorities, whose power was located irdapendent on the Temple,
opposed the new movement. Thousands are being drawn ateyJesus
movement. Moreover, they’re very annoyed at PeterJdahd, because they have
the audacity to think they could just walk into the Tesquhd teach about Jesus.

! Luke 20:27; Acts 23:8.



What’'s more, Peter and John are teaching about thepeesgn the Temple
authorities executed months earlier (Jesus) and abaittihvdr Sadducees expressly
deny (the resurrection of anyone, including Jesus).

2. What do we learn about the companions of Jesus?

What do we learn about the companions of Jesus—in thas Baser and John?

1. They speak the truth about Christ, unafraid of the egpumsnces.

2. They imitate Jesus. Like Jesus, they go to the Teropdak about God’s
reign and are arrested.

3. They are brave and courageous. They don't back down. fabeythe very
power brokers (religious authorities) that killed Jesus.

C. Jesus’ Companions Interrogated (5-12)

Acts 4:5-12 ° The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled (from
ouvayw) in Jerusalem, ® with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. "When they had made the
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did
you do this?" ® Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the
people and elders, 9 if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to
someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10 let it be
known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before
you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead. ** This Jesus is 'the stone that was rejected by
you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ '2 There is salvation in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we
must be saved.”

1. Sanhedrin

The next day the Sanhedrin met—the rulers, elders, ait@sctt consisted of
seventy leaders of Israel, who had great religiouspafitcal power’ The
Sanhedrin was presided over by the High Priest and memiganisiteged families
and noted Torah scholats.

The Sanhedrin met in a semi-circle, stood Peter andiddhe middle, and asked
them about their authority. The Sanhedrin knew, of cotiney had power and
authority, not Peter and John. They ask them to shaene Who gave them the
right to disrupt Temple life?

In verse 7, they ask hwhat power or bywhat name do you do this. Notice how
power and name are Ssynonymous.

2. Filled with the Holy Spirit

Peter already told the crowds that his authority wasitme of Jesus (Acts 3:12-
16). And now, as he speaks up again, he is filled with tilg Spirit.

2 Num 11:16-24n. Sanhedrin 1.1,6.
® From 6-15 CE, Annas was the High Priest and kiteson-in-law, Ciaphas, from 18-36 CE.
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Being filled with the Holy Spirit is a sense of powadamotion beyond one’s
ordinary experiencélt is an experience especially connected to testifginmut
Jesus or what you have experienced of him as you've dalké him (e.g., 1 Jn
1:1-4).

[llustration: I've noticed when | speak about Jesus with a doubtindhastile
crowd, | feel pretty vulnerable to ridicule and misuntierding. This text says
when we speak about Jesus, the Spirit empowers us. lif'sater, when my knees
stop shaking, that | sense | was enabled to speak by somethiafmy own self.

Luke 21:14-15. * So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in
advance; " for | will give you words and a wisdom that none of your
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict.

People want religious experiences today. People wilbgeorship services and try
to rate the service—"| didn’t feel the Spirit today ...I@ensed the Spirit was
really strong.”

But this text tells us if you want to be filled with thely Spirit, you don’t have to
light candles, sing chores, hold your breath, or huge Rather, testify about your
experience of Jesus, talk about how you have tried tatenChrist, explain his
significance for your life.

3. No other name

In many ways, a key statement for the whole bookai§As Peter’s statement in
Acts 4:12:

2 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

With the beginning of Christianity, there was a wavemthusiasm centered in
Christ. That enthusiasm is reflected in the sweepl@igh@f 4:12—thereis
salvation in no other name—which has a ring of enthusiastic exaggeration.

“The *healing’ (sozein) of the lame man (4:9) by the name of Jesus now bexome
the basis for the most sweeping and extravagant thatrisalvation’ (the same
word) is henceforth not possible by any other nafne.”

Salvation refers to God’s action to deliver_us frbanm or danger and teealth,
wholeness, and peace. It has physical, spiritual, andlgbeiensions. It is future,
but something we enter now.

Acts 4:12 seems exclusivist, that only Christians casalved. Can every other
religion be wrong? Can't salvation, even partial aabn, be experienced in other
religions or by non-Christians?

* The NT compares the “filling with the Holy Spirit” witteing drunk (Acts 2:13; Eph 5:18).
® Dunn,Acts of the Apostles, writes: “the sweeping claim of 4.12 has the rifignthusiastic hyperbole” (51).
€ Dunn,Acts of the Apostles, 53.
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| think the answer is “Yes.” Non-Christians can expemevarying degrees of
deliverance, wholeness, health, and peace. But carexipeyience ultimate
salvation in the sense of eternal life with God? Agathink the answer is “yes”.

We need to recall that the term “name” and “power’kai@g used synonymously
in this passage. The text is saying tihatpower of Christ saves people (not
explicit knowledge of the name Yeshua). That is, amgtsalvation is experienced,
it has its source in Christ whether one knows it.

Take, for example, vitamin C. For centuries ago, sailoould go out to sea
and contract a disease called “scurvy”. Scurvy leads tmthation of

liver spots on the skin, spongy gums, and bleeding fromwudbus
membranes. Then, by accident, the British sailorogaed that if you ate
limes, you wouldn’'t get scury. They didn’t know thatvias vitamin that
cured scurvy. They were healed by what they didn’t undershioal.we
know.

The same is true of Christ. Salvation is universallyesasible, even among non-
Christians, because Christ is universally accessible.

Other passages corroborate this:

1. John 1:9.“The true light, which enlightens everyone, was conmig the
world.”

2. Acts 10:34-35Before Peter preached the gospel Cornelius, he saidilyl
understand that God shows no partiafifybut in every nation anyone who
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to hith®, Cornelius was saved
“believer” before he heard the gospel and then he becamed SChristian” after
hearing the message.

3. Acts 17:23 Paul was in Athens and said, "l went through theasity looked
carefully at the objects of your worship, | found amongrtlaa altar with the
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you visggsas unknown,
this | proclaim to you.”

C.S. Lewis wrote: “There are people in other religivmh® are being led by God'’s
secret influence to concentrate on those parts ofriglegion which are in
agreement with Christianity, and who thus belong to €tithout knowing it.”

When we meet non-Christians, what is our respongBilit

- To listen to people to see what light they already @ssse

- To look for God's presence among them—in their religioifture, experience.

. To share our explicit message of Christ.

. To encourage them to grown in the light they alreads lfaot make them better
Buddhist or Hindu or whatever)

- To encourage their direction toward God, which leadslason.

- To help them grow in the grace and knowledge of JesustChri

"C.S. LewisMere Christianity (NY: Macmillan, 1960) 176.
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D. Jesus’ Companions Intimidated (13-22)

Acts 4:13-22 ** Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized
that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed and recognized
them as companions of Jesus. ** When they saw the man who had been cured
standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 30 they ordered
them to leave the council while they discussed the matter with one another. 16
They said, "What will we do with them? For it is obvious to all who live in
Jerusalem that a notable sign has been done through them; we cannot deny it.
But to keep it from spreading further among the people, let us warn them to speak
no more to anyone in this name." ** So they called them and ordered them not to
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them,
"Whether it is right in God's sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must
%Lljdge; %% for we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard."

After threatening them again, they let them go, finding no way to punish them
because of the people, for all of them praised God for what had happened. 22 For
the man on whom this sign of healing had been performed was more than forty
years old.

17

1. Companions of Jesus

How did the Temple authorities recognized Peter & Joloompanions of Jesus?
They saw their courage and bravery—their boldness—tifytabibut what
God was doing through Jesus.

They saw that they were ordinary people, who weregdamazing things, like
healing the lame man.

They were uneducated—not trained as Torah scholars—butabepd same
kind of confidence as someone else who was not a Tohattas—namely,
Jesus.

Peter and John were clearly companions of Jesus. Pfarless speech in the
presence of the authorities contrasts with his perfocsahJesus’ trail, where he
denied him three times. But now, Peter is a new perssnsJpromised salvation
has been realized in Peter no less than the lame man

We also can be recognized as companions of ety we are healed by Jesus
and then walk with him. That means imitating him, doing twha think he would
do in our situation. We can do that only if we study tfeedf Jesus and ask the
Holy Spirit to realize Christ in us.

Do we do justice? Do we love kindness? Do we walk hymith God? Do we
keep his commandments? If so, we will be recognized mpaoions of Jesus.

2. Warn not to speak about Jesus

For the moment, all the Temple authorities can dwais the apostles not to talk
about Jesus. They can see the formerly lame manirsgaindheir midst. So they
cannot deny the reality of the healing power. But theysareborn. So they
threaten Peter and JoMhen truth is not on your side, use violence and threats of
violence.



The authorities do what other authoritarian leaders they-ry to silence the
opposition. They shut them down. They suppress the p@sspl of the media,
ban books, and otherwise control the informatfion.

In subtle forms, we have this today. Don't let pedgplk about Jesus in public. Get
Jesus and everything connected to him out of the public.egad let’s do it in the
name of religion itself. In the name of religioutetance, Jesus is not tolerated.

3. We cannot keep from speaking

How do the apostles respond to being threatened not to talk adsus? They say,
“We cannot keep from speaking about what we have seereand’t{4:20).

They are compelled by their own experience. They carowdtadict their own
experience. Jesus healed them and others. They cannat.deny

If you want to live with that kind of courageous Christ@@mmviction, get healed!
Get right with God. Repent. Throw out the trash. Waith Jesus. And if you
stray, get back on the path. If you fall, get back upoif grow weary, pray for
strength. Keep going. Have victory. Be healed in the nafdesus. Then, like
Peter and John, you will be recognized as a companidesos.

E. Reflections
We should strive to be known as companions of Jesus.&?&bplhave been with
Jesus—who have been healed by Jesus and walk with hie+ale readily
identified.

They are particularly known for testifying about Jegw&n in the face of
opposition.

8 We see it in our world today: The prosecution ofevs and human rights defenders in Turkey, theezeelan President Hugo
Chavez shutting down opposition television statiohe murder of several reporters in Russia whéréd President Putin.
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